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Dear WGPS Families

Nurture           

Creativity

It gives me great pleasure to 
welcome you to this Autumn 
2021 edition of our eMagazine.
The Autumn term has been a 
busy one and I am delighted to 
report that, with the removal 
of Covid bubble systems, the 
children have been able to ex-
perience the full breadth and 
depth of the curriculum, in-
cluding all the additional activ-
ities and co-curricular oppor-
tunities. 

The pages contained with-
in are a snapshot of much 
that has taken place in recent 
weeks, and is a great testa-
ment to all the hard work of 
our pupils, staff, governors 

and parents. One of the high-
lights in recent weeks has also 
been to see all the nativity 
and seasonal performances. 
Whilst we were able to film 
and share these last year, the 
opportunity to invite families 
in to watch these has provid-
ed precious moments in time.

I am particularly grateful to all 
the support given to us by our 
WGPS families. With Covid 
still prevalent in day to day so-
ciety, it has been a great team 
effort to ensure that the chil-
dren can enjoy all their activ-
ities. Yet, again, I am astound-
ed with how pragmatic every 
member of our School com-

munity has been. My thanks 
also go to all those who have 
contributed to putting in con-
tent to the eMagazine and 
for Mrs Taylor-Secretan’s ex-
pertise in making it so visually 
stunning.

So, a big ‘well done’ to each 
and every one of you read-
ing through this eMagazine.  
We hope it provides a lovely 
moment to look back on the 
term just gone and celebrate 
all the children’s wonderful 
achievements.  

Finally, may I wish you all a 
very merry Christmas and a 
happy New Year.
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LET EACH FLAME BURN BRIGHTER

Yours sincerely, 

Jonathan Wadge 
Headmaster 



T h e  j oy  o f  c h a l l e n g e s



It is fair to say that children, young 
persons and families alike will have 
had significant challenges during 
the last 18 months. Yet, as we point 
forward, with schools having re-
turned to more normality for the 
Autumn term, there are far more 
exciting and uplifting challenges to 
be enjoyed by our children.

Whilst it will have been a tough 
time for so many families, one of 
the silver linings of the disruption 
has been a greater appreciation and 
connection with nature and out-
door activities; whether it be walks 
in the local woods, a greater uptake 
of exercise, or simply taking a quiet 
moment to appreciate some of the 
simple things in life.

Young children, in particular, have 
a great sense of adventure and 
immensely enjoy the simplicity of 
play and the outdoors. It has not 
been a surprise to read of all the 
mental health benefits for children 
afforded by this and it only takes a 
few minutes in a park to see that 
sense of fun, adventure and enjoy-
ment of personal challenge.

Much research has been done that 
directly connects children’s ability 
to grasp new challenges with their 
life-long learning skills. Of course 
challenges take many forms, but 
the gross motor skills and aware-
ness of the physical self are key 
components in development. As 
modern-day parents, we have a 
tendency to want to protect our 
children away from challenges 

and smooth the path ahead, yet 
resilience is best displayed when 
self-management and self-efficacy 
is learnt by our children. 

One of the key determinants in lat-
er life success is this ability to ap-
ply what has been learnt through 
our childhoods into our adult lives. 
There are so many reports from 
City firms that bemoan top grade 
students, even from Russell Group 
universities, who have not em-
braced their personal development 
and do not have the resilience to 
deal with new challenges and who 
find there is not a textbook for 
every decision that needs to be 
made.

At Woodford Green Prep School, 
we are delighted to have recently 
completed the building of a new 
outdoor learning and play space. 

It has been designed by Earth 
Wrights, who are experts in chil-
dren’s play and who have also been 
commissioned by places none oth-
er than Kew Gardens. It forms part 
of our commitment to being an 
urban school that reaches out into 
the local environment and we have 
been delighted to see how the 
children, from nursery up to Year 
6, have loved this new opportunity.

A big thank you too, to our won-
derful and active Parent Teacher 
Association who kindly funded a 
significant part of it. It has really 
connected with the children’s im-
agination and complements our 
outdoor learning opportunities, 
which include a wide range of 
sports, educational trips and vis-
its to local woodlands. Our pupil 
council also made some fantastic 
suggestions for new clubs and so, 
this term, we have even started a 
mountain bike club.

With the removal of class or year 
group ‘bubbles’, school children 
across the country will be recon-
necting with one another, enjoying 
playtimes more fully and embrac-
ing all the fun and challenges with 
their learning. I wish each and every 
family the best of health and sense 
of adventure by whatever means 
available.   

HEADMASTER
JONATHAN WADGE

T H E  J OY  O F  C H A L L E N G E S







As always, it is busy and fun in the Modern Languages 
classroom!  The photos show you just a snapshot of 
some of the more recent work.

m o d e r n  f o r e i g n 
l a n g u a g e s

Nurture

Year 3 have been working on the first part of their French 
phonics unit and are currently learning cities in France, 
days of the week and some weather phrases.

Year 4 have learnt the French alphabet and can spell 
their names. Challenge them to spell your name too! 
We are now having fun acting out ordering food and 
drink in a café, ready for when you visit France or 
one of the lovely French cafés we have locally.

Year 2s are able to hold a lovely conversation in French after 
a term of work - a greeting, ask and say their name, say how 
they are, their age and say goodbye. We have also learnt 
colours and some numbers. Well done Year 2!



Finally, in September I  intro-
duced a new element for Years 
3 to 5: the Vocabulary Learning 
Challenge. In Years 3 to 5 stu-
dents spend the first ten min-
utes of each lesson studying and 
learning a card containing ten 
words or phrases. I have taught 
them skills to practise writing 
the words off by heart, accurate-
ly and including all accents and 
apostrophes. The children tell 
me when they are ready to do 
the test for that card, so every-
one works at their own pace. 
You can see in the photos the 
card to learn and an example of 
a test. The children can write the 
words in any order they choose, 
and must write the French and 
English.

There are three levels, with six 
cards in each. The first level is 
basic and by the third level there 

Year 5 have been extending their 
linguistic skills, making plans to 
go out, negotiating where and 
when to go. They have been fo-
cusing also on meta-cognition, 
thinking about skills to help their 
language  learning and finding 
what works well for them. This 
will stand them in good stead 
for next year and beyond into 
their secondary school learning.

Year 6 have now had a term of 
Spanish, which they are enjoy-
ing very much. We have covered 
some basics, including pronun-
ciation, greetings, numbers, col-
ours, age and birthdays. Recent-
ly, they have been working on an 
Independent Research project 
about Buenos Aires and Argenti-
na. I am looking forward to see-
ing their Google slides presenta-
tions! I selected just a couple of 
slides from one pupil as an ex-
ample of their work.

are phrases which use past, pres-
ent and future tenses - which 
is required for GCSE! I taught 
secondary school languages for 
fifteen years, I know what leads 
to success and so I am giving 
our WGPS students those skills 
early. I will be creating a similar 
challenge for the Year 6 Spanish 
classes for the next academic 
year.

The response from the children 
has been very positive, they en-
joy the independent work, they 
are rising to the challenge and 
proud of themselves when they 
pass the test (needing  100%!). 
It is lovely when all the children 
enthusiastically clap their class-
mates for achieving it. They are 
awarded house points for each 
test and certificates at the end 
of a level, which will be present-
ed to them by the Head. 

Vocabulary Challenge   Level 1.  Card a.

bonjour hello

au revoir goodbye

merci thank you

S’il vous plaît please

oui yes

non no

Je m’appelle ...
(note the apostrophe)

I am called + name
(‘I call myself’)

Ça va bien merci. I’m fine, thank you.

J’ai sept ans. I am 7 years old
(‘I have 7 years’)

J’ai huit ans. I am 8 years old
(‘I have 8 years’)

May I wish everyone a very happy festive holiday.  
Joyeux Noël / ¡Feliz Navidad!      
Madame / Señora Schwartz



How do you get a parrot off the fence? No, its not the first line of a 
joke but the dilema we faced at our EYFS New Starter Funday.  Mac 
the Macaw found a pleasing perch, and decided to stay put even 
after our lovely guests had departed.  

Mac was one of the star guests at our fun day which also featured, an 
assortment of animals to pet, bouncy castles, craft tables, sporting 
challenges and a ball pool.

A big thank you to our Year 6 helpers who did a fantastic job 
monitering the various activity stations and giving out balloons at 
the end.  They thoroughly enjoyed the added perk of petting the 
animals!

The event has been added to our annual calendar as it was lovely to 
meet and chat with all the new starters during the weekend before 
they joined us for their first day of school.  Although there may have 
been a few disappointed children who wondered where the bouny 
castle was on Monday morning!

If you were wondering, Mac eventually came down!

E Y F S  F u n  D ay
Nurture







F o u n d at i o n  O N E
Nurture



D e v e l o p i n g  a r t i s t s
Creativity

Our budding artists exploring colour and mark making.  Even within these paintings you can see 
individuality.  Some have covered the whole page, others are gestural and energetic, the minimal-
ist in the centre has used just blue....Personality being expressed!



c r e at i v e  e n e r gy !



F o u n d at i o n  1  N at i v i t y

The F1 Nativity play was called Christmas Spells C. H. R. I. S. T. M. A. S. 
The children worked so hard to learn numerous songs and their lines. We are very proud of them.





Children have enjoyed creating a Christmas Shop. Their ideas have 
been used to set up a role play that stimulates language develop-
ment and social skills. Children have been developing their knowl-
edge of 3D shapes by exploring the properties of different items 
in the ‘wrapping station’. The labelling of items has also promoted 
the language of money. The children loved writing their own price 
tags for different items and buying them using real coins. A particular 
favourite item in the shop was the small drum, which the children 
decided was worth £80! 

T h e  c h r i s t m a s 
s h o p

Nurture



A busy afternoon in Foundation One!



making unique christmas decorations



The elves working hard at the wrapping station



counting the christmas baubles

being rudolph



Its always a lovely treat to have our Foundation Two parents 
visit  for lunch, this year was no exception. For the children seeing 
their mummies and daddies in school is very exciting and a good 
opportunity for parents to get to know each other.  Thank you as 
always to our Head Chef Dave and his team for a delicious lunch.

F o u n d at i o n  t w o 
pa r e n t s  l u n c h

Nurture



n e w s
d a s h b o a r d

Congratulations to a rising star in the Essex 
Junior Squash Squad.  Sasha won the  Essex 
squash championship for his age group!

Poetry week was celebrated during the first half of 
term and a wide range of activities took p;ace in 
school.  Special congratulations goes to Foundation 
Two pupil for his super poem about a bean bag!

Welcome to Mr Tuncer Ibrahim who will be joining 
the WGPS team in January 2022 as part time 
caretaker and driver.

Congratulations to our 2021-2022 Head Girls and Boys, we are very proud to have you represent WGPS. 

Congratulations to our very talented chef Dave Ivory for 10 years service with Holroyd Howe, seven of 
which have been spent at WGPS.  Thank you for your dedication and culinary skills to serve over 400 
delicious meals a day! We appreciate all you do and always look forward to lunchtime!



L E A R N I N G  I N  T H E 
G R E AT  O U T D O O R S

Nurture

The Foundation Two children enjoyed 
the outdoor PSED lesson telling Jigsaw 
Jenny about their favourite activities at 
school.



C
Curiosity

The Foundation Two children 
have fun exploring the natural 
trail looking for minibeasts.



F o u n d at i o n  t w o 
N at i v i t y







F o u n d at i o n  t w o
C o m p u t i n g

Nurture



During  the summer holidays we had an exciting 
change to our IT Suite with it now becoming 
our IT Hub!

This has allowed us to create a multi-purpose 
technology room with space for a green screen, 
room to use the beebots on the floor and bean 
bags for children to sit on with devices. 

This term Foundation Two thoroughly enjoyed 
sitting on the beanbags and using the ipads to 
create some amazing digital art.





l e t t e r s  f o r 
Fat h e r  C h r i s t m a s



As essential feature of the WGPS Christmas preparations is a trip to the 
post box to post letters to Father Christmas.  Whilst walking each group 
made observations about the local area, showing particular interest in 
spotting door numbers.  



The Macmillan Cancer support coffee morning 
has become an important fixture in our fundraising 
diary and it was wonderful to be able to host the 
morning again.  A few changes were necessary to 
accommodate social distancing, but all who visited 
the conferenct room to buy a take away hot drink 
and tasty treat during drop off and pick up were 
wonderfully supportive.  We were delighted to raise 
£350 for Macmillan.

m a c m i l l a n  
c o f f e e  m o r n i n g

Nurture



Our September Open Day took place on Saturday 25th September, and everyone pulled to-
gether to make it  a great success.  The School looked wonderful with displays celebrating the 
fantastic work of every year group.  As always the Year 5 and 6 tour guides were a credit to 
the school and relished the opportunity to meet prospective families and share their passion 
for WGPS.  After the event this beautiful arrangement by Lizzie Flori was given to Elderberries 
Day Care Centre to enjoy.  By coincidence they were taking part in a flower arranging work-
shop that day,  hopefully this inspired some stunning arrangements!

Special credit is also due to our talented musicians who performed for parents as they arrived 
in the school hall.  It was a joy to hear, well done all!

O p e n  D ay



Y e a r  1  s c i e n c e
Curiosity

Year One have been learning about 
the seasons linked to the weather.  
They took a weather walk to check 
the elements linked to the current 
season and worked out that this 
season is Autumn, they collected 
leaves and enjoyed throwing them 
in the air.



Mrs Prior dressed up a skeleton and the children decided which clothes were most appropriate for each season.  We think the skeleton appreciated the extra layers!



 The children collected leaves, ordered them according to size and documented their findings.



y e a r  o n e  h i s t o ry 
t i m e l i n e s



Year One have been learing about toys past and present. As part of their history studies they discussed what a decade is and created a timeline of toys from different decades.



D i wa l i
Nurture

Diwali the festival of light was 
celebrated in school with the 
children taking part in a number 
of activities.  The Early Years’ and 
Year 1’s were invited to an assem-
bly led superbly by Mrs Bhatna-
gar (F1) and Mrs Nair (F2).  The 
children listened to the story of 
the return of Lord Rama to Ayo-
dhya, after spending 14 years in 
the forest.





Art Club made Rangoli 
patterns using colourful 
sand.



Year One made Diva lamps for Diwali



Y e a r  T w o 
g r e e n  f i n g e r s



Year 2 didn't hesitate to start cultivating their plot in the raised beds.  This term 

they have planted mint, tarragon, sage, cavalo nero, rhurbarb, and beetroot!



We welcome past pupils to join the Alumni community to help stay in 
touch and share the WGPS experience.  We are  building our Alumni 
community, with a view to sharing news, building connections and  
hosting future events.  We would like to connect with past pupils, to 
hear your memories of school life and your story beyond the prep 
school years.  

It is always a proud moment when we say farewell to our Year Six 
pupils at our Annual Prizegiving Event.  As each year group moves on 
to the secondary stage of their education and beyond, we would like 
to stay connected, unearth, share and celebrate the rich history of a 
school established in 1932.  Our 90th Anniversary is fast aproaching, 
so what better time to join and reconecct with school friends at our 
90th Anniversary ball.

Register via www.wgprep.co.uk follow the Old Reds tab.  Priority 
admission status is applicable for children of WGPS Alumni.

C A L L I N G  O L D 
R E D S !

Nurture



Thank you Mrs Northover for starting the challenging task of sorting 
through our archive, in preparation for the Schools 90th Anniversary next 
year.  We are calling on all alumni to share your photos and memories so 
we can compile a comprehensive record of the last 90 years at WGPS.  



N
Nurture

F r i e n d s  o f  W G P S
In the New Year we will launch the Friends of WGPS to accompany the Old Reds 
Alumni registration on the website.  Past staff, Governors and parents of children 
who attended WGPS will be able to register to keep in contact with the school 
community.  September 2022 will be the start of our 90th year and we will be 
hosting a number of events including a  ball on 10th Sep 2022 so save the date!



Year 1 have learnt a 
Black History Month rap

Mrs Fox made a special display of books in the library

O c t o b e r  i s  B l a c k  H i s t o ry  M o n t h
This year we are celebrating the pride felt at the success of notable figureheads.  We acknowledge and applaud how they have overcome challenges and we learn from their 

resilience, perseverance and achievements.   At WGPS we don’t just celebrate Black History in October but throughout the whole year.

Foundation One created wishing clouds, inspired by the ideas of Dr Martin Luther King.  Everyone has the 
right to reach their potential.



A M I N A  M A K E S  J O L L O F  A N D  P U F F  P U F F  F O R 
T H E  S C H O O L  T O  E N J O Y

For Black History month the school enjoyed some traditional 
food from Ghana to celebrate Black people all over the world. 
On Friday 8th October we got to try tasty jollof and Puff Puff 
made by one of our chefs to enjoy. Jollof is a tomato - based rice 
that is eaten in Ghana, West Africa and is also topped off with 
Puff Puff, a round Ghanaian doughnut which is a national favour-
ite and may be a favourite with the school.

Larissa Agbalenyo
Year 6

g h a n a i a n  f o o d 
ta s t i n g

Nurture





R e m e m b r a n c e  P E 
l e s s o n s

Creativity

r e m e m b r a n c e 
p e  l e s s o n

Creativity



Every year, during the month of November we celebrate remembrance with a military themed PE lesson. In this lesson we replicate 
some of the things soldiers would have done in the war/military today. We learn how to commando crawl under obstacles, jump from 
height and land safely like a parachute soldier and how to perform a military roll. I also teach the pupils how the British military salute! 



N
Nurture G a r d e n i n g  C l u b

Gardening club have been looking after the WGPS bugs by using a variety of 
natural materials to create bug hotels.  After careful planning and sourcing of 
materials, the children thoroughly enjoyed creating their bug hotels which 
benefit lots of different types of mini beast and insects. 





A l l  b u g s  w e l c o m e !

You can spot the minibeast hotels hidden in the WGPS undergrowth.



N
Nurture b i r d  f e e d e r s

With the dark winter nights setting in, Gardening club have used their time to 
make bird feeders to help the local birds survive the cold winter months.  It was 
rather messy work as the seeds kept blocking the funnels but everyone perse-
vered to fill the bottles to the brim.  Tidying up was a good team effort too.



N
Nurture

Y e a r  2  N at i v i t y





F e n c i n g 
C l u b

Nurture

Fencing club has made a welcome return to the club 
schedule and there has been great interest in taking 
part.  Fencing is a great work out for the body but it 
also stretches the mind as tactics are key to success in 
winning points against your opponent.  



Curiosity

N
Nurture

E
Excellence

To seek  
sensible ideas 

for our  
School

To discuss 
and agree  

actions

To give  
suggestions

To feedback 
to our  
classes

T h e  s c h o o l  c o u n c i l
The School Council have settled into their roles and are 
working as a team.  They meet monthly to discuss their 
agenda and feed back to their classes.  Miss Amini who chairs 
the coucil has been delighted with the ideas, enthusiasm and 
sense of responsibility the coucils have demonstrated.

To represent 
our class, not 

ourselves

The
Council’s 

Role To listen to 
others views

To make 
School an 

even better 
place



F u n d r a i s i n g  f o r  c e n t e r p o i n t

Each year at WGPS, the school 
council reps help to choose a 
charity to support throughout 
the year. This is an opportuni-
ty for the children to take part 
in fundraising activities and 
learn more about the work of 
the chosen charity. This year, 
the school council contributed 
some brilliant ideas and Centre-
point was selected. Centrepoint 
is a charity in the UK which pro-
vides accommodation and sup-
port to homeless people aged 
16–25. Prince William, Duke of 
Cambridge, has been a patron 
of the organization since 2005; 
his first patronage. His mother 
Diana, Princess of Wales, was pa-
tron of the organisation before 
she died. The charity was initially 
set up in London.

We will be raising money for 
Centrepoint this Christmas by 
holding a Christmas jumper day 
on Friday 10th December. Every-
one will be coming to school in 
their festive jumpers and enjoy-
ing their special Christmas lunch 
together. Also, our many nativ-
ities and Christmas shows and 
concerts are another opportuni-
ty for us to raise awareness for 
this charity.

Throughout 2022, we will learn 
more about the charity's work 
through assemblies and other 
educational activities. We will 
be organising a summer event to 
round up the year with Centre-
point.



D I V I N G  W O R KS H O P  w i t h 
T o k yo  O ly m p i a n

Excellence Our Years 3-5 had the amazing opportunity to take part in a  workshop 
run by Dive London, a diving club based at the London Aquatics Centre. 
The diving coaches held 30-minute workshops for the children. Among 
these coaches was Team GB diver Scarlett Mew Jenson. Scarlett has just 
returned from the 2020 Tokyo Olympics where she competed in the 
Womens’ 3m Springboard competition. The children thoroughly enjoyed 
the sessions and it was a brilliant opportunity to introduce a new sport to 
the children. Thanks to Dive London Aquatics Club for the inspiring and 
fun sessions and Tom Daley Diving Academy.





The programme was designed to identify talented pupils in Years 3 to 5 to 
see if they have the potential to become divers. After the session some 
pupils were invited to attend a special session at the Olympic diving pool. 
I have the great pleasure of announcing that 4 pupils have been picked 
to undertake additional training sessions at the London Aquatics Centre 
to see if they have what it takes to become a diver! Well done to those 
4 pupils! 



n e w  d e d i c at e d  s p e e c h 
&  l a n g u a g e  r o o m



Y e a r  4

SCHOOL LIBRARY

Thank you Mrs Fox for your inspiring displays. 
What book shall I choose today?.....



Year 3 pupils have been practicing their read-
ing skills by reading stories to Year 1.  As you 
can see Year 1 were thoroughly engaged.  



M a s k  c l u b

In mask-making club, the children designed carnival masks which 
were bold and bright. They used a variety of mixed media and 
thought about the simplicity of their patterns.



Nurture

Curiosity

N
Nurture

Y e a r  3  s w i m m i n g
All pupils in Years 3 and 4 took part in a 2 week intensive swimming course this term 
where they went for a 1 hour lesson every day for two weeks. The progress each child 
made was outstanding and the pupils' confidence in the water has greatly improved. 
The feedback we received from the pupils and parents was really positive and I hope 
families venture out and have fun in the local pools together. 



ART



The Year 1 children took inspi-
ration from Van Gogh’s Sun-
flowers as they used different 
techniques to produce tex-
ture and colour in their own 
paintings. They went on to 
use the ink blot technique to 
create symmetry in their vase 
designs. Continuing with the 
flower theme, the children 
had great fun painting with 

cotton buds and scrunching 
tissue paper as they built up 
3D pictures of lupins. The next 
source of inspiration was the 
story “Where the Wild Things 
are”. We looked at Max’s jour-
ney and carried out a variety 
of related art activities. The 
children mixed colours to cre-
ate different shades of blue 
for their paintings of the sea 

and they spent time draw-
ing and designing their own 
boats. They also looked care-
fully at the changes within a 
sequence of pictures and they 
created their own moving 
wild thing character using split 
pins. Split pins also enabled 
their free-standing Christmas 
model of a wise man on a 
camel to move.

Since returning to school this September,  
I feel as though I have come home! The 
art room opened its doors once again,  
welcoming the children back into the 
creative hub of the school and the  
art room has been buzzing ever since.







Year 2

Year 2 have been building on 
their knowledge of the pri-
mary and secondary colours, 
creating different outcomes 
to illustrate this. A particular 
favorite was the xylophone 
exercise. They have been 
working on blending paints 
and pencils in their 2D and 3D 
lily pictures and they have en-
joyed extending the range of 
colours that they can create 
and use. Most recently, they 
have been looking at tessella-
tions. They created their own 
shape from a square and built 
up a colourful free-stand-
ing repeated pattern. They 
looked at examples of tes-
sellations in art created by 
the artist Escher and had fun 
picking out the repeated im-
ages as they added colour to 
their own work.



Tessellation
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Year 3

Year 3 have been looking at 
different pattern formations 
and using the pencil to effec-
tively gradate line and tone. 
The children combined rota-
tion of images with regular 
repeating to create their own 
patterns and they applied 
different mark-making tech-
niques.  Kandinsky’s use of 
concentric circles in his paint-
ings was the inspiration for 
both a large piece of group 
work and also individual de-
signs for a patterned lizard. 
We moved onto looking at 
Matisse’s cut-outs for our in-
spiration for a Christmas tree 
decoration and the children 
worked hard to create the 
smooth lines in their cutting.



Ka
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Year 4

Year 4 started the year by ex-
ploring the topic of Chairs. 
They identified the differ-
ent PARTS of chairs and had 
great fun in contributing to a 
huge list of different TYPES 
of chairs. Their first challenge 
was to make 2 x 3D models of 
chairs using card. They were 
shown how to strengthen 
the card by rolling and fold-
ing and they enjoyed proving 
the point by stacking differ-
ent stationary items on their 
models without them col-
lapsing!  They have also been 
drawing chairs in 3D, demon-
strating understanding of the 
importance of parallel lines 
and for their final outcomes, 
Van Gogh’s chair paintings 
and David Hockney’s portraits 
on a chair have been the in-
spiration.



Year 5

Still life composition work 
has been the focus for Year 5 
and they have created depth 
and 3D in their drawings by 
recognising and recording the 
connections and overlaps be-
tween the objects in front of 
them. From an initial sketch, 
they developed a painting 
using watercolours and they 
worked hard on matching 
the colours by controlling the 
ratio of paint to water and 
selecting appropriate brush-
es to use. The children have 
been introduced to the work 
of the artist Georgia O’Keef-
fe, in particular her zoom-ins, 
and this idea inspired their 
pine Christmas card designs. 





Year 6

The Year 6 children have 
been working on landscape 
compositions. They spent 
time recognising the impor-
tance of the vanishing point 
on the horizon and by really 
getting to grips with this con-
cept, the door opened up for 
them and their understanding 
of perspective and creating 
distance is clearly evident in 
their outcomes, where they 
have been encouraged to use 
a variety of mediums. Their 
chalk and charcoal pictures 
were especially successful 
and, although messy, the chil-
dren had great fun in creating 
them. They took great care 
with their Christmas poem/
gift and if you are on the re-
ceiving end of one of these, I 
hope you treasure it.
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The EYFS classes are continu-
ing to be taught in their class-
rooms and are in the very ca-
pable and creative hands of Mrs 
Kaner.  The emphasis on the 
work carried out by the young-
er children continues to be on 
building their confidence and 
ability in the basic skills whilst 
giving them the opportunity 
to create effective outcomes 
through exploration and exper-
imentation.

The art clubs have been well 
attended and continue to be 
a  popular after school activity. 
The Year 3 and 4 children have 
created some amazing pop art 
with me, developing their final 
piece of work from an observa-
tion study of their shoes. They 
also created their own mul-
ti-coloured scratch card pic-
tures and some lovely Christ-
mas cards and decorations.

The Open morning earlier this 
term gave the art department 
the opportunity to display and 
celebrate some of the amaz-
ing work created by the chil-
dren and the display set up in 
the gym received enthusiastic 
and complimentary comments 
from the many visitors of all 
ages.

The children’s education and 
wellbeing will always be the 
priority. In whatever form the 
delivery of lessons assume in 
the future, I shall ensure that 

the Art department focuses 
on development and progress 
through the enjoyment of rel-
evant activities that will not 
only build confidence and in-
dividual creativity but also en-
hance individual wellbeing.

Although all sorts of chal-
lenges have been thrown our 
way, but when change forces 
your hand, the outcomes can 
be even more amazing. Here’s 
to an even brighter and more 
colourful future.
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year 4 artists at work



Curiosity 

Year 3 archaeologists digging for 
treasure, demonstrating the gentle 
care required when dealing with 
artefacts.

Y E A R  3 
A r c h a e o l o gy



Nurture

Y E A R  3 
g a r d e n i n g

Before the cold weather set in all year groups 
enjoyed the opportunity to claim a section of the 
new raised beds and get planting.  Here we can see 
Year 3 in action.  They planted both flowering plants 
and herbs and have been dilligently taking turns to 
water and care for their plots.







year 3 
Dashboard
Just a few activities by 3B this term: 
Christmas Jumper Day, making our own 
compass and sorting magnetic and non 
magnetic materials in Science, taster day 
with Dive London and making round-
houses in History.

Four girls represented WGPS at 
the Brentwood Science Fair in  
November:  They did a wonderful 
job and one of them was award-
ed the prize for most original 
presentation with her mummified  
tomato. We are so proud of them 
and their contribution to Science 
at WGPS.

Brentwood 
Science Fair



Y e a r  4  t r i p  t o  
w e s t  s t o w

Curiosity
On Tuesday 5th October we went to West Stow which is an Anglo Saxon village in Colchester.  We saw various types of huts 
that have been made exactly like the Anglo Saxons would have made them.  The huts were used for different purposes.  One 
was for weaving, it still had a working loom and we watched some weaving.  Another was where they held important meetings 
and made decisions that affected the people living in the village. Some of the huts had animal skins hanging up in them; the 
skins were used to keep the people warm.  We went to the on site museum, where we looked at  swords and shields that the 
Anglo Saxons would use.  We also saw various broaches that they would use to decorate their clothing.  We really enjoyed the 
trip and travelling on the coach with our friends was good fun.

By Isabella  and Hayyan 



A huge thank you to Chef Dave and the ca-
tering team for a fantastically festive Christ-
mas feast.  The whole school enjoyed Christ-
mas dinner with all the trimmings followed by 
a delicious choice of deserts and of course 
an eco-friendly Christmas cracker to pull.  
The celebration was enhanced by the whole 
school wearing Christmas jumpers to add  

extra cheer.



c o m p u t i n g  1 : 1
C h r o m e b o o ks 

Our Computing 1:1 scheme means that every child has their 
own device so there is no sharing. At our school, we see 

this as an extension to the pencil case with the benefit 
being that wherever learning is taking place and whatever 

the lesson is, each and every child has the flexibility to use 
a device to enhance their learning.





Curiosity

The menorah has a special 'helping' candle.

N
Nurture

C
Curiosity

R a b b i  S h i l l o r  v i s i t s  Y e a r  t w o
As part of their study of Judaism, Rabbi Shillor visited Year 
2 to talk about Hanukkah and answer questions the children 
had thought of about life as a Rabbi. Questions ranged from 
the type of clothing a Rabbi wears to which is the most 
important of the ten commandments. 

The Rabbi has a special 
prayer shawl that has a 
picture of Jerusalem sewn 
onto it.



My Swimming Experience

Every morning for two weeks, the bus took 
my class to the Feel Good Centre.  Everyone 
on the bus was so excited to go swimming.  
It was the biggest swimming pool I had ever 
seen.  I could not wait to get in.  When I got 
in the water was freezing cold, but I did not 
care because I was so happy to be swimming 
again.  My favourite thing to do was a game 
where you had to dive down and get fish from 
the bottom of the pool.  My swimming expe-
rience was excellent and I hope I get a chance 
to do it again.

By Milly Year 4

Swimming!

I had a blast at the Feel Good Leisure Cen-
tre, for swimming.  Not only did I have fun, I 
learned how to swim better.  Going swimming 
at the Feel Good Leisure Centre also made me 
closer to my classmates.  A big part of this ex-
perience was my teachers’, they told us where 
to sit on the coach and which changing room 
to go into and on top of that, they watched 
us swim patiently.  The bus drivers did a great 
job too.

By Esha Year 4

My Swimming Experience

I was nervous about swimming because I have 
not swam in two years, but I felt excited at the 
same time.  The part I enjoyed the most was 
doing the rocket arms.  I looked forward to my 
swimming lessons, but dreaded stepping out 
into the cold weather after.  I have joined swim-
ming lessons because I am determined to get 
better at it for next year.

By Ameer Year 4

Swimming!

Swimming this year was a blast!  Jumping into 
the pool again was amazing especially because it 
has been a while.  We had fascinating and inten-
sive lessons, at the Feel Good Centre, Waltham-
stow, everyday for two weeks.  We had a  highly 
professional swimming instructor.  He engaged 
us with lots of amusing water games and intro-
duced us to the basics of swimming.

For the first day our teacher separated us into 
three groups, according to the level of our skills.  
I was in group one, which was for beginners.  To 
start with we used noodles and floats to help us 
paddle and kick.  Once we mastered this tech-
nique we started to swim freely without any 
equipment.  Our coach taught us two ways to 
swim, rocket arms and over arms.  By the end of 
the second week, we aced the basics of swim-
ming.

By Caren Year 4



Curiosity

N
Nurture

s e w i n g  c l u b
Every Monday we went to Sewing Club from 3.40 - 4.30. We now know how to do 
cross stitch and running stitch. Aaliyah can now tie a knot and we all sewed our 
names with colourful thread. Caoimhe helped us when we got stuck. It was great 
fun and we got biscuits from Mrs Forde.



Curiosity

N
Nurture

C
Curiosity

E
Excellence

e xc e l l e n t  r e a d e r s
Well done to two 3L pupils for reading to Year One during their library session.  
Mrs Fox was incredibly impressed by their confidence and expression.  Thank 
you Year One for listening carefully!  Two girls were awarded Reader of the 
Week certificates for excellence.



R e m e m b r a n c e 
2 0 2 1

Remembrance Day was a poignant moment to remember the lives lost for the preservation of the 
freedoms that we enjoy today. Seeing all the children and staff gather together in our Ball Court, with 
blue sky and stillness of sound, was very moving indeed. The children were brilliant and equally special 
were the class poppy wreaths that were created and held up for display as part of that remembrance. 
Thank you to all our WGPS families for helping put together the wreaths and for all the time spent in  
explaining the significance of the day. Thanks to your donations we raided £515.45 (£614.20 with gift aid)



R e m e m b r a n c e  2 0 2 1

Amelia-Rose Walker has kindly shared why Remembrance 
is so important to her family as many of her relatives served 
and gave their lives in the World Wars.   Her Great Uncle 
served in the army and died in 1943.  Her Great Grandfa-
ther’s brother died in an air crash in Buvmg whilst in active 
service aged 21.  Both her Great Grandfathers served in 
the 1st World War, one was a Royal Engineers Sargent and 
the other served on a submarine which was attacked dur-
ing the 1st World War by Germans in neutral water off of 
Denmark in 1915.  Thankfully both her Great Grandfathers 
survived the war.



Creativity

y e a r  5  M a c b e t h
All hail, Macbeth! King of Scotland!  Energy and enthusiasm were felt 
in abundance thanks to an absolutely inspiring Macbeth workshop for 
Year 5.  Thanks to the Young Shakespeare Company, whose visits are 
always a hightlight of the Year 5 calendar. We all hail you!





E M A G A Z I N E  A U T U M N  2 1

This term in Craft Club (Years 
5 & 6) gnomes have appeared 
wanting homes with pupils.  The 
gnomes were particularly proud 
of the pompoms they wore on 
their hats and their large noses 
for sniffing out trouble!  

Y e a r  5  &  6  
c r a f t  c l u b



p l ay t i m e  u p g r a d e !

The table tennis tables have been an enormous 
hit with WGPS pupils.  In conjunction with the 
climbing structure, the Autumn term has seen a 
real upgrade to the playground facilities.



Nurture

A big thank you to Andrea 
from Om Yoga kids for 
running workshops for 
wellbeing for all year groups.    
We practiced breathing and 
listening and enjoyed some 
fun challenges with partners.  
Thank you Andrea for making 
yoga and mindfulness fun and 
challenging. 

Yo g a 
w i t h
A n d r e a



L e f È b r e  r a d e m a n





y e a r  5



Year 6 have researched fascinating characters 
in history who deserve greater recognition for 
their achievements.



C
Curiosity

y e a r  6  d e s i g n  c o n s u ltat i o n
On 13th October the architects who designed our planned new building (Project 
R.Ed) gave a series of presentations to staff and to pupils.  This included two 
workshops with a small number of pupils from Years 5 and 6.  Nick Wharton and 
Dominic Eley of Buckley Gray Yeoman ran the presentations and workshops, 
and were mightily impressed by the creativity and design skills of our pupils; 
there may well be an architect of the future amongst them!

C
Curiosity





b a c k  o n 
t r a c k

The power of physical ac-
tivity is sometimes unseen 
and with everything going 
back to some normality it 
has been really good to see 
happy children participating 
in physical activity. Not only 
does it allow a break from 

sitting down and classroom 
based activities it also devel-
ops the growth of synapses 
in the brain. Throughout our 
lessons we encourage a lot 
of decision-making, prob-
lem-solving, teamwork and 
helpfulness. The sports de-

partment have started to 
not only assess the children 
on their practical ability but 
also their social and emo-
tional ability within PE les-
sons and games lessons as 
well.



In Year 6, Mrs Fox and Mrs Prince coach the girls 
for netball.  Girls take part in warm up, passing 
and shooting drills. Sometimes in lessons, every-
one splits up into teams and play each other 
in matches. There is a netball club after school 
every Monday and there is an extra netball les-
son at lunch time once a week for the people 
who go to the netball club. 

Girls play competitive netball matches and tour-
naments off site against other schools. The girls 
get selected into teams (A, B & C.) Players who 
are set in shooting positions can do extra shoot-
ing if they want at lunch time. We enjoy playing 
netball matches in this position because we get 
to try out new attacking and defending moves.

Scarlett - Year 6



Team spirit



At the beginning of the term 
the children in Year two and 
Year one had an opportunity 
to play some tag games. Our 
lessons have been on dodging, 
changing speeds and trying to 
tag/catch others. One of the 
trickiest parts of the lesson 
was how to attach a tag belt 
and then take the tag belt off 
and roll it up. The children ab-
solutely love these games and 
really try their very best.

Ta g  g a m e s



r e a dy  f o r  a c t i o n ! !



The introduction of hockey 
back into the curriculum and as 
an extracurricular activity has 
been outstanding and the chil-
dren are really enjoying the les-
sons and extra curricular club. 
I have heard many stories of 
children wanting to play more 
hockey outside and inside of 
school which is great to hear. 
Long may this continue.

h o c k e y



Children within the Early Years 
areas have been developing 
lots of fundamental move-
ment skills throughout this 
term with climbing, running, 
hopping, skipping, throwing, 
catching, hopscotch, jumping, 
landing and dancing. At this 
age the most important thing 
is to have fun whilst we move 
our bodies. We encourage this 
with lots of music and a broad 
range of fun activities in class.

e a r ly  y e a r s





Friendly competitive match-
es and tournament-based 
competitions have been an 
absolute pleasure to host 
and travel to this term and 
the children have benefited 
a lot from that part of the 
curriculum once again. Girls’ 
netball and boys’ football 
have been the main sports 
we have played competitive 
sport in this time.

f i x t u r e s



a f r i c a n  d a n c e 
w o r ks h o p  Y e a r s  1 - 5

Curiosity
As part of celebrating Black Histo-
ry Month pupils were fortunate to 
experience some wonderful Afri-
can dancing given to us by Wen-
dy. Wendy comes from East Africa 
and she taught our Years 1-5 a Zulu 
dance from South African and a 
Kizino dance from East Africa. 

Incorporated within the dance 
are movements that highlight the 

strength of a warrior, show skills 
needed for Zulu life or imitate an-
imal movements to support the 
recognition of animals.   

In conversation with Wendy it was 
interesting to learn that young Zulu 
children are never explicitly taught 
dances, instead they are encour-
aged to join the community in 
dancing activities during festivals 
and celebrations.  The children are 

encouraged to copy movements 
or create their own interpretation, 
there is no wrong or right way of 
dancing, sharing the joy of the 
dance is what is important.  Danc-
ing is viewed as an activity that im-
proves the bond of the communi-
ty, a vital aspect of Zulu life.

Children then performed their rou-
tine to Year 6 and various members 
of staff.







M U S I C
AFTER A PROLONGED PERIOD OF ANGST AND 
SORROW, THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT IS BACK 
AND WITH FULL FORCE!

We have had a most successful, enjoyable, and rewarding term 
full of learning, being together and enjoying the amazing feeling 
music gives to people when we unite and work together. It is 
such a sociable, enriching and fulfilling subject! I feel most grate-
ful that we have been able to come together in these difficult 
times and still perform. We have reached new heights as we per-
form both to a live audience (when we can) and then providing 
video footage in order to reach those who could not come and 
see us.



t e at i m e  c o n c e r t
Creativity

We started our return to music making 
with out Teatime concert in October. 
Picture This was quite an emotional 
return as it was the first public perfor-
mance since the pandemic. We had a 
small audience but over 25 children 
performing solos. Whilst the pandem-
ic was, and is still raging, our children 
have continued to practice their in-
struments, continued to flourish and 
do continue to give pleasure to us all. 
Performances were given from chil-
dren in years 3-6 on a range of instru-
ments from piano, guitar, voice, saxo-
phone, violin, cornet, trombone, and 
clarinet.







Y E A R S  3 - 6  c h o r a l 
w o r ks h o p

Excellence



C
Curiosity

Both choirs have worked 
incredibly hard this year  
especially following the 
Choral workshop day we ex-
perienced given by Dr Amy 
Bebbington. Dr Bebbing-
ton is a renowned leader of 

choral conducting and choir 
training having worked with 
the National Youth Choir GB 
amongst others. It was a real 
privilege for us to be given the 
opportunity to work with her. 
In fact, one of our talented 

singers, Aahill, has been suc-
cessful in gaining a place in the 
National Children’s Choir GB. 
This is an amazing achieve-
ment and we wish him all the 
very best with this!

Y E A R S  3 - 6  c h o r a l 
w o r ks h o p



ST CECILIA CONCERT



During the Autumn term many ensembles are busy practising 
for our Christmas with St Cecilia concert which takes place as 
close as possible to St Cecilia’s Day (patron saint of music) in 
November. This year, sadly the concert had to be postponed 
and so it took place in December. I’m sure St Cecilia did not 
mind considering the circumstances! All of our big ensembles 
took part including the Orchestra, String Orchestra, Jazz Band, 
Sax group, Guitar group, Brass group, Choir 5&6, Choir 3&4 and 
our newly formed cello ensemble: Go Team Cello! 



It was particularly pleasurable 
to be able to have one of our 
ad hoc groups performing too. 
It is a tradition at WGPS that 
children use their initiative and, 
with guidance, take responsibil-
ity for their own development 
by forming independent en-
sembles. Our latest ad hoc en-
semble is called The Versatiles: 
three talented and versatile year 
6 children who will, no doubt, 
make appearances in many guis-
es throughout the course of 
this academic year. They gave 
an intimate and admirable per-

formance of George Michael’s 
Last Christmas which sat nicely 
alongside our other festive piec-
es. The Jazz Band kicked off the 
evening with a superb, toe-tap-
ping rendition of Havana; the 
Latin-American rhythms really 
got under our feet. Music ran 
through our ears as we heard 
many well-known Christmas 
tunes before concluding the 
concert with John Rutter’s The 
Colours of Christmas, sung 
beautifully, and in harmony by 
our Choir 5&6.





It was a real pleasure this year to be able to put on 
our usual Nativities at the end of term despite the 
odds being against us. F1 gave a lovely performance 
which produced many “oohs” and “ahhs” from the 
audience. 

n at i v i t y  s e a s o n



F2 sang beautifully and delivered their lines well, in an inter-
esting take on the nativity story called The Angel Express. The 
story of the Nativity was told from the angels’ point of view 
and the conductor of the Angel choir, Arjan Perry, had a big job 
on his hands as he tried to get those angels to fall into line and 
sing beautifully for the arrival of the baby Jesus! The audience 
sighed with relief when the conductor finally gave approval to 
his Angel Choir with a “Not bad!”.



Y e a r  1  C a r o l s  a r o u n d  
t h e  C h r i s t m a s  T r e e

Creativity

Year 1 sang “Carols around the Christmas tree” in the Hall. 
It was a very cosy atmosphere with a fireplace and lit can-
dles. The Year 1 children told the story of ‘Twas the Night 
before Christmas interspersing their story with Christmas 
Carols which outlined the nativity theme from the shep-
herds and Kings arriving, to the birth of baby Jesus. Of 
course, no Christmas event can happen without the ob-
ligatory Rudolph the Red-nose Reindeer and Jingle Bells. 



Year 2 gave a superb delivery of Straw and Order. This nativity told the Nativ-
ity story through a court room drama between the cows and the donkeys in 
Jesus’s stable. There were many laughs and giggles from the audience as the 
year 2s pulled off their lines with maturity and aplomb. And it was most re-
markable to hear them sing in harmony at such a young age. The song Precious 
Baby was sung beautifully by our young soloist Mehry Joarder who was Mary, 
and then accompanied, in 2-part singing by the rest of the year group. Who 
would think that 6 and 7 year olds would be capable of achieving this but yet 
they did! 



y e a r  5  c a n tata



The year 5s took it upon themselves to sing another cantata again 
this year. A cantata is a “sung” performance, accompanied, and of-
ten telling a story without any acting. This years’ cantata was called 
9 Carols and Readings for Choirs and the children thoroughly en-
joyed these jazzy versions of the traditional Christmas Carols. Their 
favourite carol surely had to be Carol of the Bells. Although quite 
a simple carol based on a 3-note motif, the weaving lines of music 
leaves us feeling elated and inspired after both hearing it and sing-
ing it. The children were fantastic and delivered a most professional 
performance of this Cantata through their singing and their reading. 

Such hard work goes into all of these Nativities from all sides of the 
school. A wonderful team effort and great results!



CAROL SERVICE



Bringing the calendar year to a 
close, years 3-6 joined together 
in their Carol service to cele-
brate the birth of Christ. Whilst 
sadly, we could not have parents 
attend this service, we strove 
to film it so that parents could 
watch it from the comfort of 
their homes. As per tradition we 
began the service with our tradi-
tional year 6 solo of Once in Roy-
al David’s City, sung eloquently 
and reverently by Siyona Patel. 

The service followed the sto-
ry of the Nativity, told through 
readings given by children in 
years 5 and 6 and supported by 
songs sung by the whole school 
and differing combinations of 
year groups. The whole school 
were elated at being given the 
opportunity to sing Nazareth 
from the well-known film Na-
tivity! This was complimented 
by year 5 & 6 singing The Light 
Song in 2-part harmony and the 

children in years 3 & 4 singing a 
song called Camel Train which is 
all about the camels which were 
ridden by the Wise men. After 
a wonderfully engaging address 
given by the children’s pastor 
from All Saints’ Church, the ser-
vice concluded with We Wish 
you a Merry Christmas (all three 
verses too) with a bit of added 
foot stamping for fun! 



C a r o l  s e r v i c e  r e a d e r s



We do indeed wish you a happy and prosperous New Year from all in the 
Music department.

Please do follow us on Twitter @wgprep and Facebook @wgprep1 to hear 
more music at WGPS.



MUSIC EXAMS

Arlo Huant   piano   pre-prep test
Sophia Reid   piano   grade 1 with merit
Zain Mistry   trumpet  grade 1
Sasha Whiddon  trombone  grade 2 merit
Rahini Praveen  voice   grade 1
Jaishnavee Jaisun  voice   grade 1 with merit
Teah Adrien   voice   grade 3 with distinction
Vinay Bhatia   voice   grade 4 with merit
Aaron Perry   guitar   grade 1
Reshmi Samanta  guitar   grade 3 distinction

Congratulations to all who have passed exams during 
the Autumn Term

      

Wishes you a happy healthy New Year


