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Rationale
Woodford Green Preparatory School’s EAL Policy is designed to support children who have
English as an Additional Language. EAL children come from a range of ethnic, economic and
linguistic backgrounds and most are literate in their home language as well as in English. For
pupils who are learning English as an additional language, we recognise and value their
home language and background.

Statement of Aims

The school aims to make appropriate provision of teaching and resources for pupils for whom
English is an additional language and for ensuring EAL children are able to achieve their full
potential. The school will identify individual pupil needs, recognise the skills they bring to
school and ensure equality of access to the curriculum. We promote the principles of fairness
and justice for all through the education that we provide in our school.

We aim to ensure that all EAL pupils are able to:
● Use English confidently and competently
● Use English as a means of learning across the curriculum

The Context of the School

A variety of languages are spoken at Woodford Green Preparatory School with English as
the main language for the vast majority.  The school provides opportunities to celebrate a
variety of languages and cultures.

Teaching and Learning Style

At WGPS, teachers employ various methods to help those children who are learning English
as an additional language achieve their full potential.

Staff help to develop their spoken and written English by:
● ensuring that vocabulary work covers the technical as well as the everyday meaning

of key words, metaphors and idioms.



● explaining how speaking and writing in English are structured for different purposes
across a range of subjects.

● providing a range of reading materials that highlight the different ways in which
English is used.

● ensuring that there are effective opportunities for talking, and that talking is used to
support writing.

● encouraging children to transfer their knowledge, skills and understanding of one
language to another.

We ensure access to the curriculum and to assessment by:

● Using accessible texts and materials that suit children’s ages and levels of learning.
● Providing support through ICT, video or audio materials, dictionaries and readers.
● Using the home or first language where appropriate and possible.

Admission into the school

For details about admission into the School, please see the Admissions Policy.
The School collects data on entry regarding the number of pupils with EAL. This is recorded
and tracked at school and is included in our submission to the annual ISC Census.

Planning and Differentiation

Plans will identify the demands of the school’s curriculum, in particular in EYFS & Phase 1
(Years 1,2,&3)  and provide differentiated opportunities for EAL pupils. Where appropriate,
teachers will plan activities for individuals or groups of children with EAL

● key features of language which are necessary for effective participation, will be
identified. These might be key words, certain patterns of grammar, uses of language
or forms of text

● classroom activities should be carefully structured and focused
● classroom activities should have clear learning objectives and resources should be

deployed to ensure that pupils are able to participate in lessons
● staff should review groupings and seating arrangements to enable EAL learners to

have access to strong English language peer models.

Curriculum Access

We do not generally withdraw children from lessons to receive EAL support; however, when
deemed necessary there may be provision made for a period of one to one focused support.

Throughout the school we plan opportunities for children to develop their English language
and we provide support to help them take part in all activities.

The Early Years Foundation Stage helps children learn English as an additional language by:
● building on children’s experiences of language at home and in the wider community so

that their developing uses of English and other languages support one another;
● providing a range of opportunities for children to engage in speaking and listening

activities in English with peers and adults
● where possible, providing a variety of writing in the children’s home language as well

as in English.

Phase 1 & Phase 2  staff help children learning English as an additional language by
continuing those strategies used in the EYFS whilst moving the emphasis towards written



and spoken English in preparation for internal exams and common entrance exams. Our
Speech-Link and Language Link programmes are part of a wider communication and
language provision for children in the Early Years and in Phase 1.  Gaps in articulation of
sounds are identified through screening of the Speech Link programme and gaps in
language understanding and construction are identified through the Language Link
screening. Children identified as having speech gaps are individual screened by our
specialist Speech and Language Teaching Assistant and a bespoke programme is delivered.
All children in Foundation Two  are screened in EYFS using the Language Link programme
and those identified are placed on the Language Link programme. The school has trained
some of its staff as specialists in this area.

Development of Provision and Evaluation

The school will enable staff to undertake professional development as appropriate to ensure
that provision for EAL pupils is appropriately delivered and coordinated. Review and
Evaluation of Policy School data will include relevant information on EAL pupils, including
achievement and progress. The evaluation process will serve as the basis for planning
programmes of action and targeting time, support and resources.

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities

Woodford Green Preparatory School recognises that most EAL pupils needing additional
support do not have learning difficulties. However, should learning difficulties be identified
during assessment, EAL pupils will have equal access to additional support and provision.
Similarly, the school recognises that there may be EAL pupils who are More Able even
though they may not be fully fluent in English.  Further details can be found in our SEND
Policy and More Able Pupils Strategy.

Assessment

The Deputy Head, SENDCo and learning support staff carry out ongoing recording of
attainment and progress within agreed school procedures.

● Data analysis is carried out to monitor the progress of EAL pupils and appropriate
support is then allocated.

● The Deputy Head and SENDCo monitors EAL pupils’ progress and attainment in line
with the school’s Assessment Policy.

● The school will ensure that all EAL pupils have access to statutory assessments,
making full use of special arrangements including first language assessment/support
where appropriate.

● Assessment materials may use images and texts which are appropriate for all pupils.

Parent Partnership

Our school recognises the paramount importance of, and values the partnership with
parents.
We aim to provide a comfortable and welcoming environment where parents can discuss any
concerns.  The school takes account of parents’ knowledge, views and attributes.
However, we recognise that difficulties may arise in a minority of cases and respect the right
of parents to seek independent advice and support.

We are committed to equal opportunities for all, irrespective of age, race, gender, sexual
orientation, disability, religion or belief (or of not belief). We will monitor the impact of this
policy to ensure that no group is adversely affected.


