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Headmaster’s 
Welcome
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W W W . W G P R E P . C O . U K

Dear WGPS Families and Old Reds,

At the end of an Autumn term like none other before (I am trying to minimise mention of the ‘COVID’ word), it 
has been an absolute pleasure to read through this edition of the eMagazine. Seeing the joy and fulfilment on 
the children’s faces makes all the hard work so rewarding. This is true of us at School, but I hope you will also feel 
that same sense of satisfaction for all the hard work and sacrifices that you are having to make as parents and 
family members in the recent weeks and months. 

The end of term crescendoed into a grand finale of Christmas lunches, nativities, carols and seasonal events and 
are included in these pages. My sincere thanks to all the staff and children who have contributed to this edition 
and also to the skills of Mrs Taylor for putting this together so quickly and ably.  

Whilst this Christmas break may have been very different for so many of our WGPS families, I hope that the 
vibrancy and joy of the following pages allow you to begin the New Year by looking back and spending some 
time enjoying a celebration of a successful and happy term just gone.

Mr J Wadge
Headmaster
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AL UMN I  N E W S

WE ARE DELIGHTED TO SHARE A LETTER TO MR WADGE FROM FORMER WGPS 

PUPIL JOHN CHRISTMAS

I was born in 1935 and because 
of the isolation caused by 
lockdown, and the danger 
of forgetfulness, I decided 
to write down the story of 
my life, for the benefit of 
my grandchildren.  Recently, 
by chance, I discovered that 
the Red school was still going 
strong, and as the school was 
an important part of my story, I 
thought I should make contact.  
There are two sections in the 
school part of my story that 
might be of interest to you 
and your pupils.  They are both 
about time off school.

Firstly, your pupils and my 
generation have more in 
common than you might 
expect.  This year your pupils 
have had to miss school because 
of the dangers of a virus, and 
very frightening it is.  However, 
as that is fresh in everyone’s 
mind, I will not dwell on it.  My 
generation had to miss school 
too, because of the dangers of 
an air attack and bombs, which 
were also very frightening.  
Many had to leave home and of 

course school for months and go a 
long way away with just a change 
of clothing, a toothbrush and a gas 
mask, but without their parents.  
How frightening is that?

Fortunately, the bombing was not 
as bad in Woodford as in Central 
London, but I was sent away at 
the worst of it to stay with my 
Grandparents, and like your pupils I 
lost two months of schooling.

Secondly, I was in the school on 
the day that a V1 bomb, which 
we knew as a Doodlebug, landed 
on the church that stood beside 
the school. That too was very 
frightening.  I was in an upstairs 
classroom when the air raid warning 
was sounded, we all got under our 
desks as we had been taught, and 
waited.  Soon we heard the V1 
which was a sort of jet powered 
drone, carrying a big bomb.  We 
knew that we were safe as long as 
the engine was running but when 
it stopped the bomb came down.  
The engine got louder and louder, 
so we knew the V1 was close but 
we were safe.  But then the engine 
stopped.

The next few seconds were 
terrifying as we waited for the 
bang which might be the last thing 
we ever heard.  When it came I 
looked up at the ceiling and to my 
surprise the entire ceiling started 
to come down as a single large 
piece.  It landed on our desks and 
fell on the floor around us.  There 
was white plaster everywhere.  
We waited under our desks until 
adults came and led us downstairs.  
Fortunately, no one was hurt and 
we were quickly collected by our 
parents who must have heard the 
doodlebug and realised it had 
come down near the school.  Now 
as a grownup myself, with children 
and grandchildren of my own, I 
know how worried they must have 
been as they rushed to the school.  
However, for me it was just the 
start of another holiday, while the 
school was repaired.

I hope this was of interest

Mr John Christmas

My name is John Christmas and I was a pupil at what I knew as “Miss Reads“ School between 1940 and 1944.
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The Year 3s have now embarked on their French 
phonics work, a mixture of oral activities and 
written work. 

MFL
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The Year 5s have started to 
have French conversations, 
making arrangements to go 
out and the Year 6s have 
begun their introduction to 
Spanish. 

The Year 4s have been learning to ask 
and answer basic questions in French. 
We have used songs and games, and 
recently rose to the challenge of a 
‘narrow reading exercise’. They were 
very proud of themselves, and quite 
rightly too!

Early in the term Years 3 and 4 learnt about musical instruments in French. They mimed for the class to guess 
and we drew and wrote some, thinking about masculine and feminine nouns. 

The children always enjoy the chance to have a game of 
Quizlet Live! It is an opportunity to have fun, compete 
against each other individually or in teams and build on 
their learning at the same time. We used it successfully 
whilst we were in lockdown in the summer term but it is 
always much more fun together in class!

The French and Spanish lessons are being delivered in 
the children’s classrooms at the moment so there is less 
movement around school. Although we can’t do all our 
normal activities we are still having lots of fun whilst 
learning plenty! Each week I post on Google classroom 
some of the materials which I use in class. It is not 
homework so does not have to be submitted. However, 
it is there so the children can play the songs and games 
again and I am sure they will enjoy showing you what 
they have learned. 

Here are some photos of the children in action from 
this first half of the Autumn term. 
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Year 3 have been continuing their 
work on French phonics. We have 
lots of fun doing songs, rhymes, 
tongue twisters and games, and 
complete reading and written 
exercises. 

Here are some photos of the 
children in action from the 
second half of the Autumn 
term. 

The Year 2s have been learning to 
say how they are, and their age, and 
ask the questions to elicit those 
answers. They love the puppets 
who come to their lessons! 
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Year 4 have thoroughly enjoyed 
learning to order food and drink in 
a French café. They have done role 
plays, being a waiter and a customer 
and are using the language 
confidently. So, please encourage 
them to order the next time you 
visit a French café here in England 
or (hopefully soon)  if you take a 
holiday in France. Alternatively, you 
could of course recreate a French 
café at home!
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The Year 6 children are continuing to 
learn Spanish. This half term we focused 
on how to ask and say how we are feeling 
and give a reason why. We then learned 
parts of the body, and to say what hurts. 
This culminated in a game of Quizlet Live, 
which the children love. They work in 
teams against others in the class. The first 
team to achieve 12 correct answers in a 
row wins the round. One incorrect answer 
sets a team back to zero and they have to 
start again! These photos show you the 
concentration, the despair and the joy! 

The Year 5 children have been 
learning to identify places in a 
French town. They were very 
creative, making their own board 
games! We sang a song to learn 
some simple directions and they 
created conversations, asking and 
giving directions to different places 
in town.  A great job, Year 5!
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Foundation 1

Having fun making single and double digit numbers using play 
dough.

Using the magnetic Polydrons to explore nets and to make 
arrangements with shapes.

The children have been using props to retell traditional tales.
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The children have been learning about the changes that occur during the 
winter months. They used mixed media to produce a self-portrait for our 
wall display.

The children enjoyed our topic exploring families. They practised being 
authors and illustrators and made their own 'Owl Babies' book.

Enjoying role play in our Post Office, which will become Santa's workshop! 
The children will be wrapping 3d shapes and trying to guess what is inside!
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Foundation 1 enjoying the 
bikes and bouncers in the 

playground
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A huge thank you to Mrs Beadle for 
choreographing 'Our First (virtual) 
Nativity'. The children have worked very 
hard to learn their lines and a repertoire 
of songs. They used a range of media to 
paint characters from the Nativity too. 
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Foundation 1
Balance Bikes  

The children have been improving their gross motor skills 
by using the balance bikes with Mr Wolf, a member of the 
PE team. They have had great fun negotiating the obstacle 
course!
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Foundation 2 Creative Fireworks 

Foundation 2 enjoyed using their imagination to create some 
very sparkly firework pictures. 
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Remembrance
Across the school we have been busy creating poppies to mark Remembrance Day
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FS2s and Year 1 PE lessons which are 
currently being held in the gym allowed 
for an extra special PE lesson during 
Remembrance week (November 2nd – 
Friday 6th November).  The pupils were 
tasked with being soldiers for the lesson 
and had to take part in a special soldier 
assault course and warm-up.
The stations comprised of a parachute 
jump, commando roll, commando crawl 
and a balance walk and ladder section.  
The pupils had lots of fun and enjoyed 
the more challenging parachute station 
which was actually quite high for some of 
the EYFS pupils.  I was very impressed at 
their attitude, drive and determination to 
succeed on each station!

Remembrance 
Week Gym Lessons
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Well done to Elizabeth Jaques for writing 
a wonderful story and illustrating it so 
beautifully.  Elizabeth wrote the story  
to cheer up her Grandfather who she 
misses due to the Covid restrictions.

Elizabeth received a Headmaster’s 
Certificate for her creative work and 
thoughtfulness.
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On Friday 13th November we had the huge 
pleasure of meeting Baroness Grey-Thompson 
for a virtual assembly. Children from Year 1 to 
Year 6 took part in the assembly and were 
able to ask the Baroness questions they had 
voted for in their classes. The Baroness was a 
delight to listen to and a real inspiration; the 
children loved listening to her story. 

Virtual Assembly with 

Baroness Grey-Thompson

C O N G RATUL ATI O N S  TO  THI S  YE ARS  S CHO O L  C OUNCILlORS

As term draws to an end and the evenings 
become darker earlier, our staff have been 
competing in teams of four to see how far 
they can run/walk over a two week period. 
In the first week the staff amassed over 
1000km!  The final total for everyone is a 
staggering 2483.59km which is roughly the 
distance from London to Palermo in Italy! 
That means we have averaged 77.61km per 
person. 

Jac ob  moffat  4B
Amara Thoms on 3B
Ava Beer 3L
Jame s Ng uyen 2N

Siyon a Patel  5M
L arissa AgbAlen yo 5H
SofiA  Hobbs 2O
Kara j a iswal 4F

Staff Xmas Run/Walk Challenge
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1C Firework 
Paintings

1C took advantage of the good weather to make some 
expressive firework paintings.  Using both paints and glitter 
they made the most of the outdoor space to create their 
artworks and stand back to admire their work.
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Usually we invite prospective families 
into WGPS in the Autumn and Spring 
term, offering them the opportunity 
to tour the School and get a taste 
of WGPS School life.  Unfortunately 
we can’t do this with the current 
restrictions. However Harry and Zayne 
in Year 5 stepped up to the important 
task of representing the school in 
our new online tour video.  You may 
have already viewed the tour video 
on our school website, and I’m sure 
you would agree Harry and Zayne did 
an outstanding job, and made us all 
very proud to be a part of WGPS. Well 
done!

You can also enjoy a video of some 
of our talented musicians on the 
website.  Special thanks goes out to 
the pupils who had the daunting task 
to perform in front of camera.  They 
all stepped up to the challenge in a 
calm and composed way.

C ongratul atio ns to  the  Trojans
Ho use Points  Winners

The much loved House Points Cup 
results were announced on the last 
day of term by Headmaster Mr 
Wadge.  Well done to everyone for 
working so hard.  House points are 
awarded for a particular piece of work, 
effort, attitude to learning, kindness, 
consideration and being a good 
member of the school community.  

This term the Trojan team were the 
winners with a grand total of 1215 
house points.  In total 3137 points 
were awarded across the school.  Well 
done to everyone.
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Year 1  Science

We started the year learning about parts of animals. Children completed experiments 
using their senses, learnt about the different body parts and developed an awareness of 
the difference between humans and animals. 

In the second part of the term we learnt about changing seasons. Experiments on 
how we measure the wind and rain were completed and the pupils all learnt about the 
different seasons, how we measure data and what scientists do to predict the weather.  
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Diwali  Dance 
Workshop

This year, children in F2 to Year 4 celebrated 
Diwali with The Ramayana online Dance 
Workshop.  

The most well known story behind Diwali 
is in the Ramayana, the great Hindu epic 
about prince Rama and his wife Sita. This 
important literary work has been shared 
orally and through dance for centuries. 

Concepts like the power of good over evil, 
knowledge over ignorance, freedom over 
oppression, and hope over despair are all 
touched upon in this story.

Led by a West End choreographer, 
Matthew, the children vividly imagined 
and physically embody the different roles, 
dramatic situations and actions of the 

main characters in the Ramayana, retelling 
elements of this epic story through dance. 
We had great Kings and Queens, Monkeys, 
a Demon and a magical arrow flying 
through the air. The children absolutely 
loved it and the online delivery worked 
incredibly well.
 
Miss Cunningham, RE
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Year 1  Trip to 
the Library

It was an absolute treat for Year 1 to visit 
the library on Monday 7th December. 
Not only was it our first trip to the 
library since being in Year 1, it was our 
first journey upstairs, so we were all 
thoroughly delighted with the adventure.

The children loved being in this setting 
and it was an absolute pleasure to watch 
them perusing the shelves, choosing 

books and sharing them so nicely 
together. We have all become avid readers 
in Year 1, so the library is the best place to 
be. The highlight, of course, was a story 
with Mrs Fox at the end - Wonky Donkey 
was enjoyed by all.

Thank you so much Mrs Fox for making 
it possible for us to enjoy the library, it 
made our day!
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BOOKS GLORIOUS  BOOKS! ! !
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Celebrating Differences - Gingerbread 
People

During the Autumn term in PSHE, everyone 
thinks about Celebrating Differences. In Year 1 
we have done this by creating some very special 
Gingerbread people. Each week we have talked 
to our buddy and found out a little more about 
them. We have learned what similarities and 
differences are and we have discovered some 
things that are the same and different about 
ourselves and our partners. It was amazing to 
learn that we have so much in common with 
one another but also, we realised that the world 
is such an interesting place because we are also 
different to one another. One thing a lot of us 
do seem to have in common is how much we 
enjoy eating chocolate… or maybe that was just 
the teachers..!

We have also thought about what bullying 
means and we gave Jigsaw Jack some really 
helpful advice about what he could do when 
his Jiggie friends were not playing with him. We 
have found that Year 1 are very kind and helpful 
friends to everyone and we were so proud of 
how nicely they can give advice to others.  

Year 1  PSHE
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Year 2 Practical 
Maths and Science

Year 2 have been doing some practical 
maths with a shape hunt. As part of 
their science curriculum they have been 
investigating the properties of playdough. 
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Mrs Henderson arranged a very 
special cello recital for Years 1-4 by 
our cello teacher, Miss Saumarez. 
Miss Saumarez treated us to a live 
performance of a classical piece by 
Bach, Prelude from Cello Suite 1 in 
G Major and then answered some 
of the children's questions about 
playing the cello. We also enjoyed 
some really well known tunes such 
as Twinkle Twinkle, Little Star and 
themes from Star Wars and The 
Greatest Showman. This certainly 
sparked an interest in many of 
the children who may now like to 
look into taking up the cello as an 
instrument to learn. Miss Saumarez 
currently has spaces available. 

Cello Recital
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In class the children have continued to build their portfolios 
of artwork and my visits to galleries and exhibitions (virtually 
of course at the moment) continue to be a great source of 
inspiration for developing new projects for the children and 
adapting existing ones.

With a term of remote learning behind us, it was a great relief 
to get back into the classroom in September to continue 
delivering the curriculum in a more familiar format, although 
we have all been faced with different challenges. 

Art is now being delivered in all the classrooms as opposed 
to the children visiting the art room; so, I visit each classroom 
bubble every week. Those of you who took part in the remote 
lessons will remember that I set up step-by-step slides to 
accompany each of the lessons and I am continuing with 
the idea of these slides for most of my lessons to assist the 
children in their learning; I am not able to circulate and help 
individuals as I would normally do, since I have to observe the 
2 metre distancing.

I am aware that many art activities are “messy”. So, to enable 
painting to continue, I purchased sets of watercolour paints and 
brushes for all the children from Year 1-6 so that they had their 
own paints, and as they are fairly clean and quick drying this 
seemed like a good option and it is working well. More work is 
being carried out in sketchbooks now and A4 is preferable to 
A3 and A2 so a lot of exercises with the younger children have 
been scaled down (in size not content) to help with storage. 

ART Such a lot has happened since the previous report, so I invite you to grab a coffee, sit back and enjoy the read. 
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The Year 6 children have created some 
lovely painted and drawn landscapes in 
their sketchbooks, learning about the 
importance of perspective and distance 
in their work and using the vanishing point 
to achieve this. They have also worked 
in different medium including pencils, 
paints, chalk and charcoal.

Year 6
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Year 5
Year 5 have been introduced to Still Life 
composition work and they have carried 
out different exercises to understand the 
key elements and how to incorporate 
them in their own work. They have looked 
at the connections between objects and 
overlapped them in their compositions 
and they have used pencils with blending 
sticks to create tones and shadow. They 
have also effectively used watercolour 
paints for their final pieces of work. 
Recently they have been looking at the 
work of the artist Georgia O’Keeffe and 
have blended colouring pencils to create 
enlarged zoom-ins on different parts of 
flowers.
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The Year 4 children have been 
looking at chairs this term. They 
have enjoyed making 3D models 
of chairs, learned how to draw 
a chair in 3D and from different 
viewpoints and they have created 
their own observation study of 
Van Gogh’s Yellow Chair using 
watercolour paints. They have also 
been introduced to the collection 
of portraits on a chair by the artist 
David Hockney and, by following 
step-by-step instructions, and 
learning about the different joints 
in the body, they have been able 
to draw a seated figure on a chair. 

Year 4
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Year 3 have been looking at different 
pattern formations and recognising the 
different terminology relating to the 
topic. They have created examples of 
repeated patterns and rotations and they 
introduced sets of concentric circles to 
create lizard designs, taking inspiration 
from the artist Kandinsky.

Year 3
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Year 2
Year 2 have demonstrated their knowledge of the primary and secondary colours in 
painted examples of xylophones and rainbows and they took inspiration from the artist 
Mondrian as they combined blocks of colours with strong black lines. They have worked 
with chalks as they created a London skyline with reflections in the river, developing 
a firework picture for Diwali. Blending paints was the next skill they worked on and 
they all produced some lovely examples of lilies by working hard on using water colour 
paints to blend the colours. Recently they have been looking at tessellations and they 
have made their own examples.
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Year 1, (who I now see as a whole class of 
24 instead of 2 groups of 12 as I have done 
in the past) have created some lovely 
paintings and collages of sunflowers and 
lupins and have focussed on symmetry 
when painting a vase for their flowers. 
We have taken inspiration from the book 
“Where the wild things are” for a series of 
activities and the children have enjoyed 
producing very different outcomes from 
using their paints to create a picture of 
the sea, where they were encouraged to 
experiment with different shades of blue, 
to boat drawings and moving characters. 

Year 1
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Since September, the F2 children have had a specialist art lesson each week with all 24 in the 
class together. The emphasis of the work carried out by the younger children is on building their 
confidence and ability to carry out the basic skills whilst giving them the opportunity to create 
effective outcomes. With the support of the TAs, the children have created some lovely leaf 
pictures and collages, focussing on their cutting skills. They also produced some amazing moving 
firework pictures and I was most impressed with their individual poppies along with their class 
wreaths. They have also had fun making masks and headdresses for their Christmas Nativity.

Foundation 2
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I am always on the lookout for any 
opportunities outside of school for 
the children to get involved in, and 
when The Rt Hon Sir Iain Duncan 
Smith contacted the school back 
in September inviting us, along 
with all the primary schools in his 
constituency, to take part in his annual 
Christmas card competition, I opened 
it up to the Year 2-6 classes. The 
theme this year was Nativity Scenes 
and many children submitted amazing 
entries. We received great news at the 
beginning of November informing us 

that a Year 4 had been awarded the 
Runner Up Prize for her “wonderful 
nativity scene painting”. This means 
that her design will be used on the 
back of the Christmas card which will 
be sent out to Ministers including 
the Prime Minister, and her original 
artwork will be on display in the Rt 
Hon Sir Iain Duncan Smith’s office in 
the Houses of Parliament. I am sure 
you will join me in congratulating this 
pupil on her success and her design is 
featured on the cover of this magazine.
Creativity and the arts impact on so 

many areas of our lives and it is so 
important to offer opportunities to 
children within their education. As 
we move forward in these uncertain 
times, please be assured that the Art 
department will continue to focus 
on the development and progress of 
each child through the enjoyment of 
relevant activities that will not only 
build confidence but also enhance 
individual wellbeing. The arts have 
been hit particularly hard by the 
current situation, in particular the 
theatre, so with this in mind, I was 

keen to support the arts by inviting a 
streamed production into our school. 
The initiative that The Great British 
Pantomime Company Ltd showed 
by creating Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears as a streamed production was 
fantastic and it ticked so many boxes, 
most importantly, bringing smiles to 
so many of the children’s faces.
Have a lovely Christmas break and stay 
safe. 

Jacqui Ward
Director of Art
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The Great British Pantomime Company Ltd streamed a production of Goldilocks and the Three Bears
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Year 3 Stone Age 
Workshop  
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Year 3  Stone Age  Workshop
We were very lucky to invite Cath Hammond from Epping 
Museum into school this term. She introduced the children 
to the Stone Age by getting them to handle and examine 
artifacts from the actual Stone Age. We were taken back 
to the time when mammoths roamed in Epping Forest and 
the children got a better idea of what life was like back 
then.
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A Forest Adventure for Year 3

Year 3 were able to enjoy a day in Epping forest in the run 

up to the end of term.  This was the only school trip that 

was able to take place this term and clearly they enjoyed 

every moment of it!
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Year 3 Science  
Staying on the topic of rocks: the 
children participated in a carousel of 
activities. While some were working on 
the learnpads doing research, others were 
looking at rocks with magnifying glasses, 
looking at books about rocks and even 
experimenting to see if the rocks were 
permeable or could float.

In the Autumn term we kicked off  science 
with rocks. The children compared the 
inside of different types of chocolates to 
rocks and layers of the rocks below our 
feet. Unfortunately they did not get a 
chance to eat the chocolate…

Learning about the layers of the Earth got a bit messy! 
The children had to recreate the layers of the Earth using 
slices of bread, coffee, sugar, marmalade and a sweet 
(fossil). 
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 In Science, we  have been learning about the layers of the Earth. We made a sandwich 
using various ingredients to represent the layers.

In History, we have been learning about 
the Stone Age. We were visited by 
someone from the Epping Forest Museum 
who brought some relics from the Stone 
Age, we carefully handled them in class. 
(Mammoth tooth included)

In History, we learnt 
to be hunters and 
foragers in the 
playground.

Exploring Forces in Science

This term we looked at forces. The 
children got to experiment with magnets 
by sorting materials into magnetic and 
non-magnetic.  They worked in small 
groups and did an excellent job. They also 
learned how to make their own compass 
using a needle, cork and a magnet.

History

We have had some excellent 
independent tasks from the Stone 

Age

Year 3 has been learning about archeology 
and spent a day searching for artifacts and 
being an archaeologist for the day.
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Year 4 Making
Anglo-Saxon Artifacts 

In Year 4 History we have looked at the role of the experimental archaeologist, in 
helping to test theories on the inaccurately titled 'dark ages'.  The skill, craftsmanship 
and artistry used in producing the magnificent jewelled items found at Sutton Hoo, and 
with only the simplest of tools, is breathtaking.  The Anglo-Saxon world was connected 
to distant countries through complex trade networks and gifts were often exchanged 
amongst the powerful in society.  
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6E recycled kitchen rolls into snow flakes, using odd numbers to make the design stable.

6E recycled kitchen rolls 
into snow flakes, using 
odd numbers to make 
the design stable.

Year 3 Archaeologists
During their study of the Stone Age, 
Year 3 have looked at the skills of the 
archaeologist in uncovering the past.

I Found a False Widow Spider,  
Rohan Lyle-Singh, 4F

I was on the trampoline with my brother, Kit. Then I saw a spider one 
step away from me. I’m not a big fan of spiders and I didn’t think I’d 
seen one like it before. I called my Dad over to have a look at it. He 
told us to come off the trampoline. I asked him to take a photo to 
show my mum which he did. He compared the photo with a picture 
of a false widow and it turned out to be one. I felt a bit nervous to go 
on the trampoline again, but I felt pleased that I’d spotted it!

Year 2 Geography
The children used their mapping skills to 
locate some important buildings in and around 
London on Google Maps. Everyone enjoyed 
zooming in and out of the satellite view.
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Year 4
Science  
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HOW TO MAKE AN ELECTRIC CIRCUIT

First we had to collect the equipment, this included:

A light bulb holder
A light bulb

Two crocodile clips
Two batteries

A battery holder

We had to put the batteries into the holder the right 
way up.  Next we had to clip the crocodile clips to the 

two metal shapes at the top of the battery holder.  The 
other two clips were connected to the screws on the 

side of the light bulb holder.

When the circuit was complete the light bulb lit up.  
This is because the power from the batteries travelled 

along the wire and lit up the bulb.

We were surprised when the bulb lit up, as we did not 
expect that to happen.

By Kara Jaiswal Year 4F
Maurya Kothari Year 4F
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Year 5
Shakespeare

Young Shakespeare Company 

On Thursday 17th September, The 
Young Shakespeare company came 
to visit the class. We learnt about the 
play, Macbeth, a play script by William 
Shakespeare. 
We acted out scenes with witches 
and some children even took the role 
of the main characters.
Our class was split in two in the middle 
of the classroom with characters 
walking down the middle.
We learnt so much about the story of 
Macbeth and enjoyed the day. 

Parsa Lodi 5H
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Shakespeare company 
At the beginning of term, the Shakespeare Company came 
to Year 5.  They worked with 5M first and we did a play called 
Macbeth. The stories about a man called Macbeth and his 
wife is called Lady Macbeth. Witches tell him that he will 
become King one day. It was a lot of fun as we got to act out 
different roles in the classroom.
Gracie Bear 5M
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Simon Parker  
Travel Journalist Online Assembly

Simon Parker 

Recently Key Stage Two got to meet a famous journalist 
called Simon Parker. He told us about his amazing journeys 
and incredible stories of him travelling around the world 
and all his fascinating experiences. We were able to ask lots 
of questions about his time around the world. My favourite 
journey was when he travelled from North India to South 
India on a tuk-tuk.

Everyone enjoyed listening to his incredible journeys and 
stories via Google Meet, I would even consider being a jour-
nalist myself because it sounds very exciting. I can't wait to 
see what other journeys Simon goes on in the future. Here 
is a link if you would like to see more of his amazing adven-
tures :   https://www.simonwparker.co.uk/

Siyona Patel  5M
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Year 6 Ambassadors

Every year at WGPS the Year 6 
children are usually allocated 
monitoring roles.  However, due 
to the current situation, and 
maintaining safe, year group 
bubbles, alternative roles have 
been created.  

Each Year 6 pupil has been allocated 
one of the following ambassador 
roles within school:

Community Ambassadors
Sports Ambassadors
Music Ambassadors
Technology Ambassadors
Creativity Ambassadors
Literacy Ambassadors

Here is a brief taster of what has 
been happening within two of the 
groups so far:

The Community Ambassadors 
have already been working hard 
helping to promote additional 
recycling within our school.  The 
ambassadors are very conscious 
about the increase in rubbish due 
to the pandemic and are trying 
to encourage everyone to keep 
recycling or put your rubbish in the 
nearest dustbin.

At Woodford Green Prep School 

(WGPS) we have 4 rubbish bins 

next to each other and next 

to the school gates. There are 

2 for paper and 2 for plastic 

bottles and cans. The bins are 

currently used but we are further 

promoting their use so that even 

more recycling is done at school. 

By Cameron M (Community 
Ambassador)

Dave and his team are trying harder 
than ever to recycle and use planet-
friendly options.  Lunch is served 
in biodegradable food containers 
and biodegradable bin bags are 
provided to put the rubbish in. 
This is brilliant because we will do 
our bit for the environment. At 
Woodford Green Prep School, we 
really care about our planet and are 
trying all we can to help it. 

By Diyal S (Community 
Ambassador)
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The Creativity Ambassadors have 
been helping Mr Easton create 
Design Technology activity video 
tasks for children to complete at 
home.  For anyone who would like 
to have a go at one of the activities, 
which include: following a recipe, 
building a bridge or making a 
shelter, then please have a look at 
Google classroom.  

Weekly video galleries highlighting 
childrens’ work have also been 
uploaded to the classroom and 
you can see how creative many 
WGPS pupils have been.

There will be many opportunities 
for all of the Year 6 children 
to develop these roles in the 
upcoming months. Reports and 
photographs will be included in 
future copies of the eMagazine.
Mrs Warner
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Year 6 STEAM

Last term, during lockdown, I was asked 
to create a STEAM project.  The idea was 
to provide selected children with the 
opportunity to independently extend 
their thinking and demonstrate their 
ability to link one idea, or discovery, to 
another.   

For those of you who’ve not heard of 
STEAM before, it is comprised of the 
STEM subjects, but has been expanded 
to include art.  The inclusion of art 
encourages flair, expression, creative 
thinking, and also promotes difference by 
using independent thinking.

Thirteen pupils were invited to take part 
in the first STEAM project - Moving to 
Mars. 

Within our lifetime, humans will walk on 
Mars with the aim of building a habitat 
there. 

NASA currently has a new rover called 
Perseverance on its way to Mars and due 
to touchdown on the Martian surface on 
18th February 2021.   

The International Space Station is due to 

be retired sometime in 2024 and there are 
audacious plans to convert it into a hotel!  

There are plans to build a landing base on 
the moon and use it as a stepping stone 
for future journeys to Mars.
NASA held a competition for businesses 
to design homes which can be built on 
Mars.  A company called Al SpaceFactory 
won the competition with the following 
design:

The winning entry inspired me to create 
the first project and offer it to the thirteen 
Year 6 pupils.
The project was broken down into three 
parts:
(i) to produce a fact file about the planet 
Mars.  The expectation was for pupils to 
show extended thinking and linking ideas 
together.  For example: is there water 
on Mars?  If so, what can it provide? e.g. 

Science  -   Technology  -   Engineering  -   Art  -   Mathematics

water to: drink; grow plants and provide 
electricity.
(ii)  to design a house/living area which can 
be built on the Martian surface allowing 
people to live there and what rocket 
would be best to travel to Mars in.
(iii) to build the house from objects and 
rubbish around the house.  Also, as an 
optional extra, an edible rocket using 
whatever ingredients the children wanted 
to.
All children completed the work at home 
and had to use what resources they had 
to hand as the first lockdown was so 
restrictive.  It shows just how creative and 
imaginative they were.  

The work received each week was amazing 
and I wanted to share some of it with 
you.  I hope you are as impressed with the 
children’s work as I am.
Future projects will follow.

Mrs Warner - STEAM Co-ordinator
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Neal Zetter Virtual Poetry 
Performance Years 1 - 6 

National Poetry Day is the 
annual mass celebration on the 
first Thursday of October that 
encourages all to enjoy, discover 
and share poetry. 

This year, we welcomed the award 
winning poet, Neal Zetter, for 
a virtual poetry performance 
and Q&A session.  The children 
thoroughly enjoyed the 
performance and were inspired to 
write some very creative poems 
that they loved sharing with the 
rest of their class. Shaan and Linden 
read two of his favorite poems. 

L ibrary News

The Reading Tree Challenge

The Literacy Trust designed a 
reading  challenge  to support 
whole-school literacy. The Reading 
Tree Challenge encourages 
students to seek and share 
recommendations of books to 

read and to encourage a reading 
for pleasure culture. 

Here is a photo of The Tree 
Challenge Year 5 created. They 
have been entered into the prize 
draw to win a box of great books 
for their class. Fingers crossed!

Black History Month

Foundation One and Two had 
a virtual visit from author, Vese 
Aghoghovbia Aladewolu. 

Vese, a Buckhurst Hill resident and 
founder of Philly & Friends and 
author of children's book, Who 
Do I See in the Mirror? joined 
Foundation One and Two for 
a virtual storytelling session to 
promote literacy in children and 
the importance of representation 
in children's literature. This story is 
a simple yet powerful book about 
a sweet little girl who goes on a 
journey to discover what makes 
her truly special. The book also has 
social impact behind it, and each 
book sold sponsors a book into the 
hands of an underprivileged child. 

Vese created a personalised poster 
with our school’s Motto "Let Each 
Flame Burn Brighter". 

Let Each Flame Burn

Brighter 

Philly & Friends
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As England entered a second national 
lockdown, children at WGPS were sent  
weekly DT tasks to do at home. In the 
first week they were asked to make 
shelters and there was plenty of creativity 
flowing around as we had photos of 
pupils in forests, gardens, living rooms 
and bedrooms creating shelters from a 
variety of materials. In the second week, 
the children were asked to make bridges. 
Some pupils used conventional building 
materials like lego, or meccano, whilst 
others opted for more unusual materials 
like spaghetti sticks and logs. In the final 
week, children were asked to cook at 
home and share with us their creations. 
There were so many delicious looking 
recipes filling my inbox, and here they are 
for you all to see! 

Thanks for all your hard work and 
contributions.

Mr Easton 

Let Each Flame Burn Brighter

C
Curiosity

C
Creativity

E
Excellence

N
Nurture

Design Technology
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We had a record-breaking number of 
children taking up musical instruments in 
September and I look forward to when 
we can run ensembles again so that we 
can all make music together. Not to be 
defeated by Covid, our choirs began again 
after half term and the end of term will 
see a culmination of their hard work in the 
release of our virtual Christmas concert. 

We currently have four choirs (running in 
Year group bubbles). Year 3 and 4 choirs 
have been working on a jazzy rendition 
of ‘Away in a Manger’ whilst the Year 5 
and 6 choirs have been singing the classic 
Christmas wassailing song ‘I Saw Three 
Ships’ alongside a thoughtful yet jazzy 
song telling the story of the three wise 
men. 

As well as our choirs, the whole of KS2 
took part in our virtual Christmas concert 
singing the traditional carol ‘Silent 
Night’ paralleled with the contemporary 
song ‘Jingle Bell Rock’. This toe tapping 
number had the children up on their feet 
displaying their finest dance moves! In 
collaboration with our Art department 
KS2 have produced artwork to use as 
props in our song ‘The Twelve Days of 
Christmas’. Watch carefully and you will 
not only see beautiful art work, but you 

 MUSIC 
will hear rapturous singing and observe 
some fine comic moments as swans 
gracefully swim across the classroom 
whilst the ladies dance and the pipers 
pipe at the Lords attempting the highland 
fling! And of course, any Christmas 
would not be complete without our 
traditionally sung carol ‘Once in Royal 
David’s city’ with the first verse sung by 
a Year 6 soloist. There were 22 members 
of Year 6 who auditioned for this solo, 
displaying a fantastic wealth of musical 
talent. Alexander Attridge was delighted 
to accept the part! 

During last month a group of Y6 singers 
took on a project organised by the 
Baroque consort, Gabrieli as part of the 
Gabrieli Roar’s “Bach to School” project. 
The children had to sing and record 
themselves singing a Bach ‘Cantata’ with 
a view to being chosen for the broadcast 
of Bach’s Christmas Oratorio presented 
by the Gabrieli Consort. In a series of six 
streamed programmes for Christmas and 
New Year, in conjunction with the online 
Christmas Festival Live from London 
performance, I am delighted to announce 
that our choir has been chosen to sing 
the concluding chorale and their pre-
recorded performance will be streamed 
on 3rd January at 7pm as part of the 

And on another exciting venture one of 
our budding singers in Year 4, Maurya 
Kothari has been brave enough to audition 
for the solo of ‘Once in Royal David’s 
City’ in a competition led by Gareth 
Malone with the London Youth Choir. 
Maurya took part in an online workshop 
with Gareth Malone and hopes that he is 
picked for the solo performance. We wish 
him well in this exciting adventure. 

Mrs Henderson Director of Music

“Herod Concert”. Some of the finest Bach 
singers will be singing in this concert along 
with our children.

After an unusual start to our term the music department is back on its feet and raring to go! 
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The children have been studying Kodaly rhythms 
and learning about the Solfege people in class. 
It is amazing to see how such young children 
can write 4 bar rhythms by themselves and clap 
them back as well as being able to sing at sight by 
reading Solfege notation. Here are a few words to 
describe these fabulous methods of learning as 
well as some examples of the children’s work:

The Kodaly method introduces musical concepts 
through the use of movement, listening and 
singing. The rhythmic syllables Ta, Ta-a, te-te etc. 
aid reading and performing rhythms. We also use 
a variety of rhythmic movements such as walking, 
running, clapping and marching. 

Rhythms are first experienced by listening, 
speaking in rhythm syllables, singing, and 
performing various kinds of rhythmic movement. 
In addition to rhythm the Kodály method also 
uses Solfège syllables. These are notes on the 
scale which are sung using corresponding syllable 
names (do, re, mi, fa, so, la, and ti). 

Hand signs relating to the Solfege syllables are 
used to provide a visual aid. The Solfege People 
personifies the Solfege system and creates 
characters with stories for each note of the scale. 
Each character has their own song along with a 
hand sign and a colour based on the colours of 
the rainbow. Our children all know the Solfege 
people stories, hand signs, pitch and colour!

Kodaly Rythms

Here is an example of rhythms written by a Year 2 musician
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The children in Year 1 have been busy preparing for 
their Carols Around the Christmas Tree event. They 
have really enjoyed learning the traditional carols 
‘While Shepherds Watch their Flocks by Night’, 
‘We Three Kings of Orient Are’ (1C’s favourite!), 
‘Away in a Manger’ (with actions), and ‘Silent Night’ 
coupled with the more modern songs ‘Jingle Bells’ 
and ‘Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer’. There are a 
lot of words in these songs but Year 1 were up for 
the challenge and have learnt all of the words from 
memory so that they can sing the carols outside in 
the playground whilst standing around our lovely 
big Christmas tree! 
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In F2 the children have been busy learning the songs to go with the narration of their Nativity. Seven songs were carefully selected which tell the story of the birth of Jesus in a manger in a stable. The children have enjoyed 
putting some personality into these songs. They have made their own headdresses (under the guidance of the Art department) and they wore their sparkly Christmas jumpers, so they really looked the part. Look out for Mary 
stamping her feet about having to go on such a long journey on a donkey, whilst the three Wise Men are very proud of their studies. The animals in the stable enjoyed looking after baby Jesus although I would be surprised if 
Baby Jesus has a peaceful night after listening to all the noise the animals made! Watch our video to see for yourselves! This was such a lovely collaborative project to do and involved many staff behind the scenes.
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Year 2 proudly presented 
Frosty Fest 2020 and 
cranked up the volume 
of christmas cheer with 
music, choreography, 
amazing costumes and  
green screen backgrounds!
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To conclude our Music department news for this term, a huge THANK YOU must go to all of the staff involved with 
all of our videos this year which have helped bring Christmas to us all. The music department has worked very closely 
with the Director of Art Mrs Ward, the staff in F2, the staff in KS2 and Year 1, and of course, Mrs Taylor, our Head of 
Marketing, without whom, the making of these videos could not have been possible. Have a very Merry Christmas 
everyone!

Artwork from the 
Carol Concert

MUSIC EXAMS

Congratulations to all who have passed exams during the Autumn Term

Nabhan Chowdhury   Cello  grade 4 with distinction
Komilan Ketheswaran   Trumpet grade 2
Zack Everitt    Trumpet grade 1
Rayyan Ali     Drums grade 2 with merit
Nabhan Chowdhury   Piano grade 5 with distinction
Alex Attridge    Piano grade 3 with merit
Shaan Banghu    Piano grade 3
Zain Mistry     Piano  grade 3 with merit
Daniel Attridge    Piano grade 2 with merit
Erin Ruggles    Piano grade 1 with merit
Sulaiman Mirza    Piano grade 1
Sienna Rogers    Violin  grade 1 with distinction
Tunmike Ashaye    Violin grade 1 with merit
Gracie Bear     Violin grade 1
Reshmi Samanta    Voice  grade 5
Honor Packer    Voice  grade 5
Siyona Patel    Voice  grade 5
Sarvika Bansal    Voice  grade 5
Scarlett Grogan    Voice  grade 2
Spencer Montgomery-Smith  Voice  grade 4
Vinay Bhatia    Voice  grade 3 with merit
Aahill Kadri    Voice  grade 3 with merit
Kara Jaiswal    Voice  grade 2
Azhara Ali     Voice  grade 2
Lina Peters     Voice  grade 1 with merit
Anaya Verdi    Voice  grade 1
Anya Lester    Voice  grade 1
Liam Thomas    Guitar grade 1 with merit
Dhruv Rai     Guitar grade 1 with merit
Zain Mistry     Theory  grade 3 with distinction
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 sport 
Physical education and sport has looked a little different this year but it has not 

stopped us from creating positive experiences of physical activity and movement. 

Although we are unable to move off site, for some year groups and use the 

facilities that we would like to, for example Ashton playing fields for our hockey 

lessons, this has not restricted us in our delivery of high quality physical education. 

Foundation 1 
Mrs Hoyle and Mrs Freestone's classes 
have been enjoying the chance to work 
on the ballcourt where we have had the 
extra advantage of greater space to work 
in during their PE lessons.  

Throughout the term the children have 
been set various challenges where they 
were asked to try and avoid large obstacles 
and each other.  Catching, throwing, 
batting and rolling a large ball has been a 
challenge for some children but this has 
not stopped our enthusiasm in lessons.  

We have taken the time to develop the 
children’s understanding by testing how 
well they can follow verbal instructions, 

as well as testing the FS1’s on their colours.  
This has involved lots of silliness on my 
part when I pretend to mix up my colours 
and they have to correct me - silly Mrs 
Prince!

I have been very impressed with FS1’s 
adaptability, I just hope that we can 
get back to our gym soon so that we 
can develop our climbing and crawling 
skills.  In the meantime, if you are out 
on a forest walk or in the park and it is 
safe to do so, please try to encourage 
your child to explore and climb the 
playground equipment or trees as this is a 
vital developmental skill that will help to 
develop the whole child!
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Year 2 
As Year 2 are currently having their PE lessons outside, we have made good use of the extra space 
and equipment and focussed on developing their hand-eye coordination through various basketball 
skills and drills.  This has proven to be really good fun and quite a few of the Year 2 pupils have 
demonstrated that they are pretty confident in dribbling with the ball; we may have some Basketball 
players in our midst, watch this space!

Well done Year 2, you have taken on the challenge and shone! 
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Years 3-6
In previous years pupils would have 
experienced a 1 hour games lesson and a 1 
hour PE lesson. Unfortunately, this has not 
been the case this year and pupils have 
only had 1 hour of PE a week. So the PE 
department chose to create carousels/
stations of activities in the lessons. Some 
stations were skill based areas where a 
specific skill was being taught and some 
stations were set up as small side matches 
within a given sport. These changed 
week on week and pupils have had the 
opportunity to play rugby, football, 
netball, tennis, cricket, basketball, 
handball and hockey. Some of the 
feedback I received from pupils was “that 
lesson was so much fun”. It is this feedback 
that shows me I am ensuring PE and sport 
is fun and exciting for all the pupils.
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Daily mile 
In order to keep our aerobic fitness up we 
completed our daily mile in our lessons. 
This is a 15 minute continuous walk or run. 
Pupils try to complete as many laps of the 
ballcourt as they can to try and reach a 
mile in distance or more. No stopping is 
allowed and we try and move continuously 
for 15 minutes. The aim is to allow pupils 
a chance to experience exercise, through 
walking or running, whilst being allowed 
to socialise with peers. Walking just for 15 
minutes can add an additional 2000 steps 
to someone's daily step count. 
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Indoor PE 
lessons, 
really??
When the weather has been 
poor we have needed to take 
our lessons inside. This did not 
stop us from playing games 
such as, speed ball, yee haa and 
indoor gymnastics. The pupils 
really enjoyed something a little 
different in the classroom. The 
children are a credit to their 
adaptability.
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Teamwork
It is quite impressive what a few 
lengths of guttering can achieve. 
Some of the Year 6 pupils tried out 
a few teamwork challenges and the 
results were amazing. The students 
really had to work as a team to achieve 
some of the tasks. It was so nice to 
see positive teamwork happening 
which we can take into team sports 
when we get to play them again. This 
is something I am hoping to do with 
other year groups after Christmas.   
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Woodford Green Prep is well known within the area for its athletic pupils and in order to maintain this and aid pupils' physical fitness 
we created a brand new cross country programme for all the pupils in Years 3 - 6. All pupils have participated in at least 2 cross country 
runs to date and it has been amazing to see some of the progress made by some pupils. Some individuals have knocked off 3-4 minutes 
off previous attempts. Pupils in Year 5 and 6 run a course about 1.6km long and pupils from Year 3 and 4 run a course around 1.2km long.  

The main strength of this programme is its format and principle of ipsative assessment (Ipsative assessment is the practice of determining 
a student's progress based on their earlier work). The pupils are not against anyone else in the run but against themselves. Each week every 
pupil is timed and the idea is for them to try and beat their previous time, not to try and beat somebody else in the run. It is great to see 
the pupils dig deep and try their very best each week. Well done to all the runners!
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Cadogan Hall

Although the Autumn term is supposed 
to be the busiest term in the music 
department, it is fair to say that the Spring 
term has so far been the busiest term 
yet at WGPS. The music department is 
growing both in numbers of children 
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N U R T U R E     C U R I O S I T Y     C R E A T I V I T Y     E X C E L L E N C E

Happy Easter

S E P T E M B E R  - - D E C E M B E R

Everyone at WGPS wishes
you a happy and healthy 

New Year


